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Grant King Use of Deadly Force Review 

 

On July 19, 2020, Grant King was shot and killed by Indianapolis Metropolitan Police 

Department (IMPD) officers. The Marion County Prosecutor’s Office (Prosecutor’s Office) 

thoroughly reviewed the facts of the shooting as well as the applicable law and now releases this 

report of its findings. 
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Events of July 18-19, 2020, and Subsequent Investigation 

 

Grant King was a 35-year-old black male who was shot and killed in the early morning hours of 

July 19, 2020, in the 3600 block of N. Parker Ave. on Indianapolis’ northeast side. The following 

factual summary includes 911 records, police dispatch records, photographs, Officer Gossett’s 

cell phone video, witness statements, an Instagram post and video, the autopsy report prepared 

by the Marion County Coroner’s Office, and DNA and firearms analysis conducted by the 

Indianapolis-Marion County Forensic Services Agency.  

 

911 Call and Initial Police Response/Shooting 

 

At 11:42 p.m. on July 18, 2020, a 911 call was placed from a female who stated that her 

intoxicated nephew was on the porch and that he had a gun.  

 

IMPD Officers Gunnar Gossett and Dwayne Mills were dispatched and responded to the address. 

Officer Gossett parked to the south of the residence and Officer Mills parked to the north. As 

they approached, Officer Gossett observed a light-skinned black male (later identified as Grant 

King) sitting on the front porch talking on a cell phone. Officer Gossett saw a black object in 

King’s lap. Officer Gossett then heard Officer Mills say to King that he saw the gun and for King 

to put his hands up. King replied, “I’m good.” Officer Gossett told King to drop the gun and put 

up his hands. King responded by grabbing another gun. Officer Gossett reported that King now 

had a gun in both of his hands. Officer Gossett had cover behind a tree, but Officer Mills had 

little to no cover. Officer Gossett said King raised both guns and began firing. Officer Gossett 

got down in a prone position behind the tree. Officer Gossett lost sight of King as he was getting 

on the ground. Officer Gossett then heard Officer Mills report a police action shooting over the 

radio. 

 

When Officer Gossett looked back up at the porch, King was gone. He did not see King go inside 

the residence, but he was able to see the front of the house and did not see him leave. Officer 

Gossett did not see Officer Mills fire his weapon, but believes he heard gunshots to his left where 

Officer Mills would have been located. Officer Gossett has a cell phone video of him responding 

to the scene that captured the initial incident.   

 

Officer Mills declined to make a statement and invoked his Fifth Amendment right to remain 

silent.  

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/fh87nqlyi3ew7l8/Grant%20King%2C%20911%20Call.wav?dl=0
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The relative of Grant King who had made the initial report told a detective that she lived at the 

residence with King. She stated that King was diabetic, had high blood pressure, and an 

unknown mental illness. The relative also stated that King had a handgun and a shotgun. She 

reported that she heard King on the phone that evening and that he was speaking very loudly. 

She could tell that King had been drinking and he had a bottle of alcohol in his hand. She and 

King began arguing, and she told King that if he didn’t leave, she would call the police.  

 

King’s relative said that King then got the gun in his pocket, which made her feel very 

uncomfortable. She left the residence and drove around the corner to call 911. She saw two 

officers around that area and advised them what happened. She stayed on the phone with the 911 

dispatcher and then returned to the residence. Police arrived at her residence, and she heard an 

officer say, “Put it down, Put it down.” The relative then heard gunfire and took cover on the 

ground.  

 

A neighbor spoke to police and stated that Grant King was always armed with a pistol. About a 

month prior, Grant King had told the neighbor, “If the police run up on me, I’m bustin’ on em.” 

 

 

Officer Gossett’s Cell Phone Video  

 

IMPD officers had not yet been outfitted with body-worn cameras on July 18, 2020. Officer 

Gossett had started his personal cell phone camera recording when he was approaching the 

residence. The video shows officers come into contact with Grant King as he sits on the front 

porch of his home and continues through the time shots are fired.  The remainder of the video 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/6vcmcx9hc5urs60/Officer%20Gossett%E2%80%99s%20Cell%20Phone%20Video.mp4?dl=0
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captures Officers Mills and Gossett and other responding officers waiting and watching the 

house. They then prepare to secure the area.  

 

IMPD Response to Initial Shooting 

 

Negotiators were able to establish contact with Grant King as he was in the residence on Parker. 

Officer Damon Young and Officer Daniel Disney responded as well as Sgt. Joseph Wells. 

Officer Young was able to use a family member’s phone to make contact with Grant King. 

King’s demeanor was upset and angry. King said he didn’t want to come out and if he did, he’d 

come out shooting. King said he didn’t want to go back to jail and he knows what he did. King 

said he shot at cops, he’s a felon, and was going back to prison. King told Officer Young they 

would have to come kill him or he would kill himself. During several conversations, King would 

calm down and then get upset again. He told Officer Young at one point to get King’s family 

away from the door because he was going to come out shooting.  

 

Negotiators were disconnected from Grant King several times. Family and friends were calling 

and speaking with King during this time. King told a cousin that he loved her and that he was not 

going back to jail. King asked a friend to watch out for his kids. As negotiators resumed contact, 

King started sounding sleepy and lethargic.  Family members had reported that King was 

diabetic and he would become “really angry” when his blood sugar became low. King had 

previously indicated to negotiators that he had not taken his medication, and negotiators tried to 

encourage him to do so. King continued to say, “You’re going to have to kill me,” but he was 

saying it in a low-emotion way as though he was half asleep. Officer Young said the phone then 

disconnected. Officers became increasingly concerned about Grant King’s medical state.  

 

Negotiators transitioned to making PA announcements but were unable to make contact with 

Grant King. SWAT attempted to use various other means of reaching Grant King in the 

residence. 

 

SWAT attempted to use a robot to view the home, but the house was too cluttered for the robot 

to fully maneuver. SWAT also attempted to have the suspect’s ankle monitoring device activated 

in an attempt to determine his exact location in the house, but it was unsuccessful. After all 

means were exhausted, the SWAT team entered the residence to search for the suspect manually. 

Before and after SWAT made entry into the residence, they made repeated announcements of 

“Police” and “Search Warrant.”  

 

Officer William Wogan stated that as the SWAT team began to clear the house, Officer Lee 

Rabensteine and Officer Evan Matheis went into the bedroom on the southeast corner of the 

residence. Officer Wogan used his shield and blocked the southwest bedroom. Officer Wogan 

then heard Officer Matheis repeatedly issue the commands, “Let me see your hands.” Officer 
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Wogan then turned and followed them into the southeast bedroom. Officer Wogan saw Grant 

King’s feet sticking out of the closet because the closet door was open. King was hiding wedged 

against the wall. Officer Wogan again heard Officer Matheis and Officer Rabensteine give loud 

verbal commands, “Let me see your hands.” Officer Wogan said they were not getting any 

compliance from Grant King.  

 

Sgt. Klinton Streeter then approached and deployed a less lethal round from the shotgun. Officer 

Wogan heard gunshots and then a second after that he heard the officers to his left firing at the 

suspect in the closet. Officer Wogan stated it sounded like the first gunshots he heard came from 

the closet.  

 

Officer Wogan then saw a gun fall out of the closet towards Grant King’s feet. The officers were 

then able to approach the closet. Grant King was covered with various items in the closet. The 

officers pulled enough clothing off of King until they could see his hands.  

 

Officer Rabensteine and Officer Wogan then grabbed King and moved him to the living room 

for medical treatment.  

 

Officer Matheis declined to give a statement and invoked his Fifth Amendment right to remain 

silent.  

 

Officer Rabensteine declined to give a statement and invoked his Fifth Amendment right to 

remain silent.  

 

Sgt. Streeter declined to give a statement and invoked his Fifth Amendment right to remain 

silent.  

 

Sgt. Perkins declined to give a statement and invoked his Fifth Amendment right to remain 

silent.  

 

During the investigation, the SWAT officers were photographed with their weapons and 

protective gear. Officer Rabensteine’s ballistic SWAT shield had what appeared to be a bullet 

strike.  
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Investigators also observed what appeared to be a bullet strike to the tree Officer Gossett used to 

take cover.  

 

 
 

A residence across the street had also been struck by gunfire. That resident and her young 

grandchild were in bed when the bedroom window was struck by gunfire.  
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Social Media 

 

As the investigation progressed, detectives obtained Grant King’s social media records. King’s 

profile picture on Instagram was posted on June 7, 2020, and depicted a person dressed all in 

black slitting the throat of a police officer.  

 

A video posted to Instagram on June 15, 2020, includes King stating that “he might be drunk,” 

but he won’t go out like a dope fiend and kill himself. King then states that before he does that, 

he would call the police on himself and “shoot it out with these bitches.” King states he would 

make “[the police] kill me before I kill my god damn self.”  

 

Forensic Evidence 

 

When a semiautomatic weapon is fired, the bullet travels down the barrel and the cartridge 

casing is ejected through a port in the side of the weapon. Cartridge casings recovered from a 

crime scene can be microscopically compared to casings test-fired from a specific firearm to 

determine if that firearm also fired the casing from the crime scene.  

 

Crime Scene Specialists located the following firearms in the southeast bedroom and closet 

where Grant King was located:  

• 9-mm caliber Ruger model P95 semi-automatic pistol 

• 45-caliber Taurus model PT945 semi-automatic pistol 
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Both of the firearms recovered near Grant King were further examined. Grant King’s blood and 

DNA were located on both pistols. Additionally, the 9mm caliber Ruger had possible bullet holes 

on the grip and magazine and a fired bullet was embedded in the grip/ magazine. The fired bullet 

was identified as having been fired by Officer Rabensteine. The 45 caliber Taurus had a fired 

bullet recovered from the magazine. The bullet was also identified as having been fired by 

Officer Rabensteine. These firearms were also compared to the evidence collected at the scene.  

 

Crime Scene Specialists also collected the following firearms from the law enforcement officers. 

A forensic analysis was also done to compare these firearms to the cartridge casings and spent 

bullets recovered from the scene:  

• 9 mm caliber Glock model 17M semiautomatic pistol issued to Officer Mills 

• 9 mm caliber Glock model 17M semiautomatic pistol issued to Officer Matheis 

• 9 mm Luger caliber Glock model 17M semiautomatic pistol issued to Officer 

Rabensteine  

• 9 mm Luger caliber Glock model 17M semiautomatic pistol issued to Sgt. Streeter 

• 9 mm Luger caliber Glock model 17M semiautomatic pistol issued to Sgt. Perkins  

 

Crime scene specialists recovered seven 9 mm cartridge casings in the street near where Officer 

Mills’ police vehicle was parked. Analysis performed by the firearms section of the Indianapolis-

Marion County Forensic Services Agency (Crime Lab) showed that those casings were fired by 

the 9mm pistol issued to Officer Mills.  

 

A fired bullet was also located in the street near the 9mm cartridge casings. An examination done 

by the crime lab determined that this bullet was fired by the 9mm pistol located near Grant King.  
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Crime scene specialists recovered thirteen 9 mm caliber fired cartridge casings near the front 

porch area where Grant King was initially observed by officers.  A fired bullet and a 45-caliber 

fired cartridge casing were also found in this area. A forensic examination determined that all 

thirteen 9 mm casings were fired by the 9mm pistol located near Grant King. The 45 caliber 

casing was forensically examined and determined to have been fired by the 45 caliber pistol 

located near Grant King. The fired bullet was determined to be a 32 caliber bullet and was 

eliminated as having been fired by any of the handguns recovered.  A mostly consumed bottle of 

Jose Cuervo Especial tequila was also recovered near the porch.  

 

 
 

Three 12 gauge less lethal beanbag fired cartridge casings were located in the southeast bedroom 

along with a Remington 870 Less Lethal Launcher.  The cartridge casings were identified as 

having been fired by the Remington shotgun. 

 

Twenty-three 9mm fired cartridge casings headstamped “FC 9 mm + P” were also recovered in 

the southeast bedroom along with three metal fragments and one fired bullet. Four of the fired 

cartridge casings were identified as having been fired by Officer Matheis. Ten were identified as 

having been fired by Sgt. Streeter. Two were identified as having been fired by Sgt. Perkins and 

seven were identified as having been fired by Officer Rabensteine.  Two of the 9mm fired 

cartridge casings headstamped “Tulammo 9mm LUGER” were recovered in the southeast 

bedroom and were identified as having been fired by the 9mm pistol located near Grant King.  
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A fired bullet and metal fragment were recovered from the southeast bedroom. The fired bullet 

was identified as having been fired by Sgt. Streeterand the metal fragments did not have enough 

information to make an identification.  

 

The closet where Grant King was originally located contained four 9 mm fired cartridge casings 

headstamped “Tulammo 9 mm LUGER”. An unfired “Tulammo 9 mm LUGER” cartridge was 

also recovered along with two metal fragments and four fired bullets. The four 9 mm fired 

cartridge casings were all identified as having been fired by the 9mm pistol located near Grant 

King. Two of the fired bullets were identified as having been fired by Sgt. Streeter. One was 

identified as having been fired by Sgt. Perkins and one was identified as having been fired by 

Officer Rabensteine. The remaining metal fragments did not contain sufficient information to 

make an identification.  

 

Outside of the southeast bedroom, crime scene specialists recovered one fired 9 mm cartridge 

case headstamped “FC 9 mm + P,” four fired bullets, and a metal fragment. The cartridge casing 

and one of the fired bullets were identified as having been fired by Officer Matheis. One of the 

fired bullets was identified as having been fired by the 9 mm pistol located near Grant King.  Sgt. 

Streeter was determined to have fired one of the bullets, and Officer Rabensteine fired one as 

well. The remaining fragments did not have enough information for an identification to be made.  

 

A .45-caliber cartridge casing was recovered from outside the residence near the back patio. This 

casing was identified as having been fired by the .45-caliber pistol located near Grant King.  
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Autopsy Report 

 

On January 29, 2021, the Marion County Coroner’s Office certified the official autopsy report of 

Grant King. The report identifies and describes thirty-five gunshot wounds, five of which are 

described as “grazing.” Thirteen gunshot wounds are to King’s forearms and hands. The 

remaining wounds are to King’s upper and lower extremities. Eleven spent bullets or fragments 

were recovered from King’s body. Of those fired bullets, four were identified as having been 

fired by Sgt. Streeter; two were identified as having been fired by Officer Rabensteine and one as 

having been fired by Officer Matheis. The remaining spent bullets did not have enough 

information for an identification to be made.  The cause of death was listed as multiple gunshot 

wounds, and the manner of death was listed as homicide.  

 

Grant King’s BAC was determined to be 0.08 by the Indiana State Department of Toxicology.  

 

Legal Standard 

 

In determining if the officers’ actions merited criminal charges, the Prosecutor’s Office 

considered two statutory provisions covering self-defense as it relates to law enforcement.  

 

35-41-3-2. Use of force to protect person or property.  

 

(c) A person is justified in using reasonable force against any other person to protect the person 

or a third person from what the person reasonably believes to be the imminent use of unlawful 

force. However, a person:  

(1) is justified in using deadly force; and  

(2) does not have a duty to retreat;  

if the person reasonably believes that force is necessary to prevent serious bodily injury to the 

person or a third person or the commission of a forcible felony. No person, employer, or estate of 

a person in this state shall be placed in legal jeopardy of any kind whatsoever for protecting the 

person or a third person by reasonable means necessary. 

 

35-41-3-3. Use of force relating to arrest or escape.  

 

(b) A law enforcement officer is justified in using reasonable force if the officer reasonably 

believes that the force is necessary to effect a lawful arrest. However, an officer is justified in 

using deadly force only if the officer:  

(1) Has probable cause to believe that that deadly force is necessary:  

(A) To prevent the commission of a forcible felony; or  
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(B) To effect an arrest of a person who the officer has probable cause to believe 

poses a threat of serious bodily injury to the officer or a third person; and  

(2) Has given a warning, if feasible, to the person against whom the deadly force is to be 

used. 

 

Conclusion 

As in all cases, the Prosecutor’s Office examines the available evidence to evaluate whether to 

file charges. In this case, the evidence shows that the officers were justified in using deadly force 

to defend themselves.   

The evidence shows that a relative of Grant King’s called 911 when Grant King was threatening 

her with a handgun.  When the police arrived at the residence and attempted to make contact 

with Grant King, he opened fire.  Officer Mills returned fire.   

Grant King retreated into the house where he spent a period of time on the phone with 

negotiators. Once communication was lost, SWAT attempted a number of means to restore 

communication or locate Grant King. When that was unsuccessful, SWAT members entered the 

residence to attempt to locate Grant King.  

King was located hiding in a closet in the southeast bedroom of the home. King was armed with 

two semi-automatic pistols and again fired at officers. SWAT officers returned fire, and King 

was fatally injured.  

On scene, investigators found thirteen fired cartridge casings near the driveway and porch where 

King first came in contact with Officer Gossett and Officer Mills. Six additional fired cartridge 

casings were located in the southeast bedroom and in the closet where King was located. 

Subsequent forensic testing determined that the 9 mm caliber firearm near the closet where King 

was located fired both sets of casings and King’s DNA was on that firearm. 

Any death at the hands of law enforcement demands transparency and accountability, which the 

Prosecutor’s Office intends this report to provide. The impartial, objective evidence gathered 

throughout this investigation makes clear that Mr. King fired on the officers who responded to 

his relative’s 911 call and then fired again on the officers who entered his home to take him into 

custody and render aid. Under the applicable legal standards, Mr. King’s actions necessitated that 

the police defend themselves with deadly force and the Prosecutor’s Office will therefore not file 

charges in this case.   


